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Abstract 

Low enrolment of females in schools is a glaring issue. The Girl Child 
today is the woman tomorrow and to educate a woman is to educate 
the whole nation. If women empowerment implies increasing their 
capacity to act, become independent and revitalizing their position in 
the society as active participants in the development process, girl child 
education is a positive contribution to women empowerment. This 
paper focuses on girl child education as pre-requisite to women 
empowerment, cultural prejudices and stereotypes against female 
education effect of poverty on girl child education and strategies for 
attaining the envisaged women empowerment in Nigeria, The paper 
concludes that education of the girl child is laying the foundation for 
an enlightened and empowered womanhood and the beginning of 
eradicating women illiteracy. It is recommended that sexual 
harassment against female students by adults which may not 
encourage girl child education be avoided and nongovernmental 
organizations (NGO) should co-operate with the government to 
facilitate the much needed female education to attain women 
empowerment. 

 
The bible says, "train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old, he 

will not depart from it (Proverbs 22:6), The saying is also true of a girl child. The 
quality of education given to the girl child today determines what woman she becomes 
later. 
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It is highly acclaimed that to educate a woman is to educate the whole nation as 
it is not only the woman who derives the benefit but the wider society the children of 
educated mothers are more likely to succeed in school. It is almost impossible to think 
of the children of an educated mother being illiterate (Namera, 2007). This therefore 
places priority on female educations. 

However, girls are more often than not denied education and compelled 
to marry earlier than' boys. Females are kept at home for domestic chores to the effect 
that enrolment in boys is higher than in girls. Perhaps deprivation of female education 
and low status of women education in Nigeria can be traced to socio-economic and 
cultural factors. 

In most parts of the country, people believe that education of the girl child is a 
waste of resources since their bride price may not cover the cost of their training and if 
married, she would move to a different family for marriage. In the Muslim community, 
it is believed that to send a female to school would make her spoilt and promiscuous, 
and she would no longer become a good house wife. Some parents believe that females 
should marry early before they are exposed. Such parents withdraw their daughters 
from school for early marriage even against the wish of the girl child. Besides, some 
parents especially in the Muslim community fear that females sent to school would take 
up a different religion than the Islamic religion. 

Moreover, in some cultures, people believe that the place of the woman is the 
home to cook for the family, maintain the house, care for her children and engage in 
farm labour to assist the husband as the bread winner. It is therefore unusual to send 
females to school in such a community. 

Socio-economic factors including poverty and child abuse are strong agents 
hindering girl child education in Nigeria. Hard economic crunch coerce some parents to 
abdicate their responsibility for their family upbringing. In these circumstances, parents 
would first withdraw their female wards or daughters from school. 

Females of such parents have no alternative than to engage in illicit activities 
such as hawking and child labour. This may even expose them to sex merchant’s 
women trafficking. Some of the girls withdrawn from school engage in street hawking 
and child labour to assist their poor guardian/parents as bread winner of the home. This 
constitutes child abuse. Those girls who combine hawking with schooling are likely to 
have impaired learning capacity.  
 
Challenges of Girl Child Education in Nigeria 

The girl child is a female below the age of 18 years who is dependent on their 
parent or guardian to build her future. On the other hand, girl cMld education coincides 
with the primary and secondary school years during which they depend on their 
parent/guardians for their education. 

In some cultures, the girl child suffer discrimination in terms of educational 
opportunities which exposes her to exploitation and*abuse. She is easily a victim of 
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child trafficking, sexual harassment, prostitution, forced marriage and child labour such 
as hawking instead of attending school. 

A cursory look at classrooms reveal that the girl child, adolescent girls and 
women are often less in number than males due to discrimination against girl children 
and women which persist in parts of the country. Male child education is often 
preferred in families to female education. Perphas, this is because it is widely believed 
especially among the rural people that girl child education is a waste of resources. 
When she is married, she would move to a different family to be with them as wife and 
even her bride price would not cover the cost of her education. Besides, it is believed 
that the place of the woman is the home to carry out domestic work. Her roles within 
the cultural context should be to bear children, fetch firewood, cooking, cleaning the 
home and engage in farm labour to assist the husband provide food for the family. 

For females who manage to have attended school, it is believed that professions 
that are not too tasking such as nursing, teaching, secretarial studies and non-teaching 
vocations are meant for them. However, development is gradually reversing the 
situation from maximum. Now, many women are found in all professions but not as 
many as their men counterparts 

Furthermore, some Muslim parents believe that females sent to school would 
take up a different religion from Islamic religion and may even become promiscuous. 
Hence their male children are sent to school rather than the females. Besides, Bakari 
(1996) pointed out that some parents in northern & Nigeria fear that by taking their 
daughters to school, they will get spoilt become less competent wives or prostitutes. 
Mahmood and Nakwe (2004) conducted a research on girl child education and they 
found out that early marriage was one of the cultural practices by the Fulani's and it 
accounts for low female enrolment and withdrawal rate in their schools. 

Moreover, early marriage also impairs individual development of the girl child 
and her contribution to societal development. If she is schooling, abut married, her 
performance may be lowered because of her activities as a house wife. Uneducated 
parents are more interested in educating males than females, an attitude that has greatly 
affected the girl child access to education in Nigeria. They find it easier to enroll to 
boys than girls and their parents/guardians have no objection (World Bank, 1993). 

Socio-economic factors that constitute barriers to girl child education includes 
poverty and child abuse. Sometimes, finance is the problem to some parents. As school 
changes in terms of school fees, parents Teachers Association (P.T.A) levy, education 
levy, etc. soared above their financial strength, they have no alternative than to 
withdraw their wards from school. They would place their girl child for marriage even 
against the wish of the girl child. Such marriage at .teenage -often result to baby 
mothers who are not prepared physically and psychologically to withstand the stress of 
family. Besides, some parents appear to have abused the responsibility of bringing up 
their families because of poverty. In this circumstance, the girl child may engage in 
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some immoral practices like prostitution/commercial sex or child trafficking. No 
wonder, it is believed that the love of money is the root of all evils. 

In addition, the girl child withdrawn from school because of poverty could find 
herself hawking in the streets or take on menial job as a house girl or nanny to make 
ends meet. In such circumstances, the girl child suffers from exploitation and child 
abuse. 

Constraints to girl child education relates to parents keeping them at home for 
domestic chores or marriage. Most often, such judgment is to a large extent, influenced 
by cultural stereotypes and socio economic, status of the parents. Cultural beliefs have 
never favoured girl child education in Nigeria but as the level of awareness is now 
increasing, the trend is gradually being reversed. It is now widely believed that the 
three things required by today's society are reading, writing and computer literacy 
which are suitable to both males and females. 
 
Strategies for Attaining Women Empowerment through Education in Nigeria 

Women empowerment is concerned with revitalizing the position of women in   
society   as   active participants in   the development proc.ess. According to Moser 
(1989), women empowerment is the capacity of women to increase their own self-
reliance and internal strength; the right to determine choices in life and to influence the 
direction of change through the ability to gain control over materials and non-material 
resources. Empowerment agenda focuses on increasing women's access to economic 
resources and increasing access to quality of health services to break the socially 
constructed gender inequalities (Jokes, 1997). 

For women to attain this height, the task must start with encouragement of girl 
child education since what affects the girl child today determines what woman she will 
become tomorrow. Hence, girl child education is a tool' for women empowerment. A 
woman's education enhances her decision making power at the household, community 
and societal levels, on matters affecting her welfare and other people because of 
increased knowledge associated with formal education. Her increased knowledge can 
challenge traditional roles, respond to opportunities, change their circumstance and 
beliefs. Besides, women education increases their rights to determine choices arid the 
quality of reproductive health. Girl child education raises her awareness to postpone 
early marriage and greater use of contraception (World Bank, 1993). 

Education for girls as an empowerment strategy may contribute to women's 
emancipation opportunities from gender biases or disparities and stereotyping, It 
increases women's confidence and capacity to be independent and become aware of 
their perceptions, cognition and preference. 

The roles which women play depend on their level of education. However, 
women have been victims of undue deprivation that has resulted to Joss of human 
resources, poverty, illiteracy and despondency which are the bane of Nigeria women. 
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Awareness of these shortcomings gives impetus to think of concrete strategies to 
reverse the situation. 

One strategy to attain women empowerment could be established of 
educational institutions exclusively for females at every level of education. In such 
schools, the environment should be conducive for effective learning and school charges 
should be free or minimal to encourage high enrolment. 

Early marriage or forced marriage prevalent in the northern part of the county 
is one of the hindrances to women education. The government should enact laws to 
prohibit early marriage. Moreover, campaign programmes against early marriage may 
be organized to sensitive parents on the ills of early marriage girl child education.. The 
Muslim community, especially the Fulani's who believe in early marriage should be 
targeted. 

Another means to achieve women empowerment is that the government and 
non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and industries must make frantic effort to 
avoid restricting women to feminine professions like catering, teaching, nursing and 
secretaryship. Women, like men can also acquire vocational skills to seek for 
employment since it is believed that what a man can do, a woman can do even better. 
This practice will give more recognition to women in the society. 

Furthermore, it is also believed that both Christian and Islamic religions accord  
men   superiority  over  women   and  that  women   are   to  remain subordinate to men 
because the woman was formed from the man's rib. The man was formed from dust 
(Annger, 2004). Now, should the man be subordinate to the dust? Both man and 
woman were created in the image of God so they are equal in all respects apart from the 
sex difference. In this regard, religious leaders should preach equality of men and 
women in churches and mosques respectively to reverse the trend. 

Moreover, to become adequately empowered, educational stakeholders can set 
up functional guidance and counseling unit in schools. This will enable girls and 
women to become aware of themselves and make better decisions and choices on 
family planning, use of contraceptives and making adjustment life. Besides, the 
guidance and counseling unit would help females to realize ills of early marriage, 
nudity, waywardness, prostitution/commercial sex and women trafficking- which may 
affect their education. 

Gbatse (2007) addressed the issue of Information communication 
technology (1CT) and women employment and was enthusiastic that Nigerian 
women stand a chance to contribute better to the economic well being of their 
families and the nation if given a more purpose boost in the area of 
Information Communication Technology (ICT) education. ICT education 
promises to improve ability for sharing experiences among women's 
organizations on gender issues and empowerment to address poverty 
reduction, job creation, women liberation and play a decisive role in the 
creation of sustainable world economics. 
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Cultural and religious bias on male superiority to female inferiority, all forms 
of discrimination against the women folk, early marriage and poverty are the bane of 
women and they constitute a barrier to their education and consequently women 
empowerment; The removal of cultural prejudices and stereotypes against women and 
high cost of education would help to realize the envisaged women empowerment in 
Nigeria 
 
Conclusion and Recommendations 

Girl child education opens doors for women empowerment, Priority should be 
placed by governments on girl child education so that she grows with acquired 
knowledge and skills to adulthood so as to participate on equal ground with her male 
counterparts in societal change and development activities. 

On the basis of the foregoing conclusion, the following recommendations are 
made: Strategies to reverse the low status .of women education to attain women 
empowerment should be establishing institutions exclusively for. females, government 
making the Universal Basic Education project a huge reality, enacting law to prohibit 
early marriage of females below the age of 18 years etc, welcome. Thus women would 
have ample opportunity to participate side by side with men folk in the development 
process. In this regard, the paper examined some hindrances to girl child education and 
considered some strategies for attaining women empowerment through education in 
Nigeria. 

Sexual harassment against female students by adults, teachers, non-teachers 
that may affect girl child education should be avoided. 

Non-governmental organizations (NGOs) should co-operate with the 
government to facilitate and provide opportunities for formal education for females. 
Government should assist parents living in abject poverty to educate their female 
children. Government should involve women in planning and taking decision in all 
aspects of development. The Universal Basic Education (UBE) programme should be 
given more force to ensure that all female children enroll in school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

World  Educators  Forum, Volume 7 No. 1, September, 2015, ISSN: 2350 - 2401 



7 
 

 
References 

Annger, C.T. (2004). Gender equality in creation: A view from the scriptures.'Journal 
of Women in Colleges of Education.(JOWICE), 8, PP. 10 13.  

 
Bakari,   S.G. (1996). Towards a gender sensitive education: The case of Federal 

College of Education, Yola. An M.A, project submitted to University of Sussex, 
August. 

 
Gbatse,    V.B.    (2007).    Information    communication    Technology    (ICT), 

globalization:   Education as a tool for women economic empowerment. Journal of 
Women in Colleges of Education (JOWICE), 8, pp. 128 130.  

 
 
Jokes, S. (1997). Female empowerment and process: Moving beyond Cariro. 

Lund: Lund Sweden Lund. 
 
Mahmood, H.U. & Nakwe, S.G. (2004). Girl education: An investment for the future. 
   Journal of Woman in Colleges of Education (JO WICE), 8,P,128,  
 
Moser, S. (1989). Gender planning in the third world: Making practical and "Strategic 

gender needs. World Development, 17 (11), PP.89-91.  
 
Namera, M.B. (2007). Globalization: Empowering woman through information 

Communication technology (ICT) and education. Journal of Women in .Colleges 
of Education, 11 (1), PP.118 121, 

 
World   Bank.   (1993).   Primary   education:   A   World  Bank  Policy   Paper, 
 
Washington D.C: The World Bank. 
 
 
 
 
 

Towards Enhancing Women Empowerment and Societal Development and Sustainability Via 
French Language Education -- Joyce Adaku Iroegbu 


